[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.wmf]



May 26, 2010





To Whom It May Concern:





I am honored to write a letter of recommendation for Svava Brooks and support her mission in educating parents and young people about Stranger Safety and Child Sexual Abuse. 





On Wednesday, April 28, 2010 Svava presented a seminar on Stranger Safety and Child Sexual Abuse for the parents whose children attend Rainbow Kids Integral Preschool.  Our Integral Parents and Teachers Association specifically requested Svava to come to our school to educate parents about these important subjects.





Svava’s presentation was one of the most impactful seminars I have ever attended. I believe I speak for those in attendance that the presentation was very powerful, yet concerning. By powerful, we all learned (or relearned) the best ways to keep our children safe, what to be concerned about, how to present safety issues to our children, and how to handle if the unthinkable happens. By concerning, the information on the majority of Child Sexual Abuse cases involves someone a family knows or trusts. 





One of the aspects that opened my eyes was to approach educating children about Stranger Safety instead of using the Stranger Danger approach.  As an educator, I always try to take the positive approach to teaching children about the world around them, but had not thought that by using the word “Danger’ with Stranger implies a negative and can cause children to be afraid of going out. 





I personally experienced the whole range of emotional reactions to the presentation. Svava’s willingness and ease to share her personal story and experiences brought out my empathy for her yet my respect for her approach and sharing grew as the evening progressed.  Although I no longer have young children in my family, I still learned valuable lessons that I can use in my role as a Preschool Director and a future grandparent.





I would highly encourage any group that is associated with children – schools, PTA’s, churches, playgroups, etc. – to consider having Svava educate them on these important and pertinent topics.





Sincerely,








Nancy Walsh


Director




















11345 Zapata Avenue    San Diego, CA  92126


Phone:  858-271-6985


E-mail: cie@IntegralEducation.org       Website: www.RainbowKidsSchool.com
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